March 2013

The Honorable Barack Obama

President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

We, the undersigned wildlife managers, natural resource biologists and administrators with
extensive Alaskan experience thank you and the EPA for conducting a scientific assessment of
the region’s watershed as a first step in protecting Bristol Bay from the dangers of the proposed
Pebble Mine. We look forward to working with the EPA and other decision makers during this
public process to determine the fate of Bristol Bay, Alaska. We write today to ask you to use all
the tools at your disposal to protect one of the world’s most productive ecosystems.

The proposed Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay poses numerous significant and potentially long-
lasting threats to one of the world’s foremost sport fishing and hunting regions. Specifically, fish
habitat (including spawning and rearing grounds), wildlife habitat and recreational areas are all
threatened by several hard rock mining proposals - most notably, the Pebble Mine. The potential
impact from this type of activity could be severe and permanent. It is estimated that the Pebble
Mine would produce between 2.5 and 10 billion tons of waste containing elements, such as
copper and other heavy metals, that would threaten several fishery areas including spawning and
rearing grounds for world-renowned native populations of salmon and rainbow trout.

If this project moves forward, these toxins would have to be contained and potentially treated in
perpetuity - in an area of high seismic activity, which increases the risks tremendously. Because
the Pebble property straddles the Kvichak and Nushagak river drainages — two of the most
productive salmon systems on the planet - any release of this waste into the surface or
groundwater has the potential to severely harm Bristol Bay’s salmon and the livelihoods of the
sport fishing and hunting business owners, all of whom depend on them for their economic
support.

Sport fishing in Bristol Bay generates $60 million annually; anglers looking for “once in a
lifetime” experiences on rivers such as the Nushagak, Mulchatna, Koktuli and Kvichak support
more than 800 full- and part-time jobs. Mining activity and increased development associated
with mining will detrimentally impact these areas by direct impacts to fish and habitat.
Development will also negatively impact opportunities for sport fishing and hunting operations
in the area by diminishing the quality of the experience. Despite the remote nature of the region
and the costs associated with traveling to it, on a yearly basis up to 65,000 visitors come to
Bristol Bay for recreational opportunities to fish, hunt, and view wildlife.

The intrinsic value of remarkable unimpaired ecosystems such as Bristol Bay is significant for all
Americans whether or not they are sportsmen or women and whether or not they ever go there.

In short, the continued existence of the functioning Bristol Bay ecosystem is part of the wonder
of the nation’s outdoor legacy. Its loss would diminish how American’s think of our nation.



Secretary Salazar and your administration correctly recognized that oil and gas development in
this area is simply not worth the risk. The same is true for mining operations in the headwaters of
Bristol Bay. The fish and wildlife values in the region, its size and setting, and the national
significance of its resources are, in your words, “a national treasure that we must protect." We
agree.

We thank you and the EPA for doing an assessment of the Bristol Bay watershed to better
understand how future large-scale development projects may affect Bristol Bay. Now it’s time to
do whatever is necessary to restrict the development of potentially harmful mines like the
proposed Pebble mine from destroying the unique and incredible environmental and economic
values of the Bristol Bay watershed. Please take timely action to give Bristol Bay the protection
it needs from mining and other large-scale developments.

The undersigned natural resource professionals urge you to take appropriate action to
conserve the unique fish and wildlife values and human health of Bristol Bay, AK by using
your authority to restrict large-scale mining activities from degrading the watershed. We
ask you to take this action to guarantee a future for Bristol Bay that will generate sustainable
economic opportunities while also conserving sporting traditions for generations to come.

We look forward to working with you and all federal agencies with an interest and role in the
future of Bristol Bay’s extraordinarily productive lands and waters.

Sincerely,

Vic Barnes, B.S., M.S.

Biologist, Alaska Science Center, U.S Geological Survey, retired
Manager, Kodiak Brown Bear Trust

Westcliffe, CO

Jay Bellinger, B.S.

Manager, Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, retired
Chairman, Wildlife Forever Board of Directors
Corona, South Dakota

Ronald G. Clarke, B.S., M.S.

Former Ass’t. Director, Wildlife Conservation Division, Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Director, North American Falconers Association

Anchorage, AK

David R. Cline, M.S.
Wildlife Biologist, retired
Vashon Is., WA 98070



Alfred DeCicco, A.B.
Sport Fish Division Area Biologist for Northwestern Alaska, retired
Fairbanks, Alaska

Dirk V. Derksen, Ph.D.

Chief, Wetlands & Terrestrial Ecology Research, retired
U.S. Geological Survey, Alaska Science Center
Anchorage, AK

Dan Dunaway, B.S.
Bristol Bay Area Sport Fish Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Dillingham, AK

Glenn Elison, M.S.

Wildlife Biologist

Manager, Alaska Peninsula and Arctic National Wildlife Refuges
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, retired

Anchorage, AK

Mark Ermer, B.S., M.S.

Former USGS Biological Technician, King Salmon, Alaska
Currently South Dakota Game and Fish Department
Webster, SD

Kathy Frost, M.S.
Wildlife Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, retired
Kono, HI

Louis A Gwartney, B.S., M.S.
Sport Fish Biologist for Bristol Bay—Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Gettysburg, SD

Jeff Hughes, M.S

Southcentral Regional Supervisor, Division of Wildlife Conservation, Alaska Department of Fish
and Game, retired

Anchorage, AK

Matt Kirchhoff, M.S.
Wildlife Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Juneau, AK

Robert Lebida, M.S.
Fisheries Research Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Pierre, SD



Jack Lentfer, M.S.

Wildlife Biologist, US Fish and Wildlife Service, retired

Wildlife Biologist, Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game Commissioner
US Marine Mammal Commission

Homer, AK

Lloyd Lowry, M.S.
Marine Mammal Coordinator, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, retired
Kona, HI

Sterling Miller, Ph.D.
Certified Wildlife Biologist, retired
Missoula, MT

Mac Minard, B.S.

Former Bristol Bay Sport Fish Biologist and

Regional Supervisor—Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Clancy, MT

John B. Murray, B.S.
Kodiak Area Sport Fish Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Asotin, WA

Matt Robus, B.S.
Director, Div. of Wildlife Conservation, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Juneau, AK

Tom Rothe, M.S.
Waterfowl Coordinator, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, retired
Eagle River, AK

Karl Schneider, M.S.
Wildlife Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, retired
Homer, AK

John W. Schoen Ph.D.
Wildlife Ecologist, retired
Anchorage, AK

Stanley Senner, M.S.

Director, Conservation Science and Senior Arctic Director
Ocean Conservancy

Portland, OR



Jeff Skrade, B.S.

Biologist, Nushagak and Togiak Salmon Fisheries, Alaska Dept.of Fish and Game, retired
Currently Fleet Manager, Peter Pan Seafoods, Dillingham, Alaska

La Crosse, WI

Ronald Somerville, B.S., M.S.

Deputy Commissioner, Division of Wildlife Conservation Director, Alaska Department of Fish
and Game, retired

Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.; Alaska Outdoor Council

Juneau, AK

Derek Stonorov, M.S.
Wildlife Biologist, retired
Homer, AK



